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David, 
Betty in 
MKR finals

Tarik Elmerhebe

FORMER              Bankstown 
mayor Khal Asfour says he
will stand at the Canterbury-
Bankstown Council elec-
tions on September 9 but his
Labor counterpart, former
Canterbury mayor Brian
Robson is undecided.

Mr Asfour, mayor of
Bankstown from September
2015 to May 2016, said he

REGIONWIDE

Ex-mayor wants to come back
Asfour to stand
at council poll

would be putting his hand up
to lead the new city. Council-
lors will elect a new mayor
and not by popular vote.

Mr Asfour said he felt as if
there was “unfinished busi-
ness”.

“There are a lot of chal-
lenges which the new city
faces and I think we need an
experienced mayor to make
the new city function,” he
said.

“The State Government is
pushing for an increase in
building density and popu-
lation in the city, and I think
we need a council that is able

to push back if we don’t have
the infrastructure.

“We live here and so we
need to be the ones to tell the
Government what works

here and what doesn’t.”
Mr Asfour said he would

like to see some of the former
colleagues return as council-

lors as well as some new
faces.

 “The council should be
leading the way when it
comes to representing the
city whether it’s on housing
affordability, traffic gridlock
or more open space for our
children to play in,” he said.

Mr Robson, who com-
mented he was unhappy
with the treatment of the
Canterbury side, said he was
keen to see if it would be
viewed as just as important
as Bankstown.

“If I feel I can offer a contri-
bution I certainly will be

standing for election ... but if
it’s not worth the effort I
won’t,” Mr Robson said.

“Canterbury staff have
been gutted and services are
suffering. 

“We used to get our street
swept every Monday morn-
ing. Now, you’d be lucky if
that happened every six
months or so.”

He said the city would ben-
efit with him at the helm.

“I think I’ve got something
to offer,” Mr Robson said.
“Residents are phoning me
to get things done because
they aren’t getting any-

where with council.”
Council administrator

Richard Colley hit back, re-
futing the idea Canterbury
had not been looked after.

“I am disappointed Mr
Robson is claiming services
have been adversely impac-
ted. Such claims are not
based on fact,” he said.

“In fact, to suggest streets
have not been swept for
more than six months is out-
rageous and offensive to our
staff who have been working
very hard to not just main-
tain services but improve
them for our residents.”

‘‘ There are lots of
challenges the new

city faces — we need an
experienced mayor

Ex-Bankstown mayor Khal Asfour

CHANGES BENEFIT PEOPLE IN NEED OF AT-HOME CARE
ELDERLY residents across the city 
are benefiting from recent changes 
to home care packages by the 
Federal Government’s Department 
of Health.

The reforms, which came as a 
result of the Productivity 
Commission’s 2011 inquiry, include 
the opportunity for home care 
funding packages to relocate with 

their recipient if they move home. 
Customers unhappy with their 
provider can also now move their 
package to a different provider 
with ease.

The packages, funded by the 
department, support eligible 
people over the age of 65, helping 
them receive the home care 
assistance they require.

A scheduled 11,300 new home
care packages are also being 

released nationally this year.
For Panania’s Fran Jobberns, 

who is a customer of Oxley Home 
Care, the changes mean greater 
“peace of mind” for herself and 
other funding recipients.

Mrs Jobberns said as she was 
happy with the services Oxley had 
been providing she did not need to 
make changes to her in-home care. 
But she said she had been through 
a number of providers in the past 

and having those changes in place 
would have been helpful.

“For me, the changes have been
largely non-existent but I think 
they’ll help others who need to 
move or change providers for 
whatever reason,” she said.

Oxley Home Care is running two
free information sessions on 
Thursday, May 4, 11am at Chester 
Hill Library and 3.30pm at 
Earlwood Senior Citizens Centre.

Tarik Elmerhebe

Fran Jobberns and 
Oxley Home Care 
regional care manager 
Paryce Richards. 
Picture: Tim Clapin

David Vu and Betty Banks. 

SOUTHWEST Sydney’s My
Kitchen Rules team David
Vu and Betty Banks are
through to the semi finals to-
night, after cooking up a
storm in the quarterfinals. 

Last night on Channel
Seven, Punchbowl’s David
and Canley Vale’s  Betty
wowed judges with their
three-course meal — that
they managed to pull off
within the 90 minute dead-
line. 

The pair made top four
with their Thai coconut mus-
sels, snapper with green
apple salad and a Kaffir lime
pudding.

They head into a semi final
against siblings Amy and
Tyson Murr tonight from
7.30pm. 

Only one of the teams will
get a ticket to the grand final
and a shot at the $250,000
prize.
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SATURDAY 29 APRIL

$35 MEMBERS, $40 NON-MEMBERS

SATURDAY 13 MAY

$10 MEMBERS, $15 NON-MEMBERS

FRIDAY 19 MAY

$35 ALL


